
Attachment 1

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Region

RESOLUTION NO. R8.2004-O037
Resolution Amending the Water Quality Control Plan for the Santa Ana River Basin to

Incorporate Nutrient Total Maximum Dally Loads (TMDLs)

for Lake Elsinore and Canyon Lake

WHEREAS, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region
(hereinafter, Regional Board), finds that:

An updated Water Quality Control Plan for the Santa Ana River Basin (Basin Plan) was
adopted by the Regional Board on Mareh 11, 1994, approved by the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) on July 21, 1994, and approved by the Office of Administrative Law

(OAL) on January 24, 1995.

1

The Basin Plan specifies the following beneficial uses for Lake Elsinore: warm freshwater
aquatic habitat (WARM), body contact recreation (REC1), non-body contact recreation
(REC2) and wildlife habitat (WILD).

2.

3. The Basin Plan specifies the following beneficial uses for Canyon Lake: wann freshwater
aquatic habitat (WARM), body contact recreation (REC1), non-body contact recreation
(REC2), wildlife habitat (WILD), municipal and domestic water supply (MUN), agriculture
water supply (AGR) and groundwater recharge (GWR).

4. The Basin Plan specifies the narrative water quality objective for algae for inland surface
waters, including Lake Elsinore and Canyon Lake, that waste discharges shall not contribute
to excessive algae growth in receiving waters.

5. For WARM designated inland surface waters, the Basin Plan specifies the narrative
objective that dissolved oxygen levels shall not be depressed below 5 mg/L.

The narrative water quality objectives pertaining to excessive algae growth and dissolved
oxygen are not being met in Lake Elsinore, as demonstrated by a history of significant algae
blooms and low dissolved oxygen concentrations. Lake Elsinore beneficial uses adversely
impacted inc::lude WARM, WILD, REC1 and REC2.

6.

The narrative objectives pertaining to excessive algae growth and dissolved oxygen are not
being met in Canyon Lake, as demonstrated by occasional excessive algae growth, and by
low dissolved oxygen concentrations. Canyon lake beneficial uses adversely impacted
indude MUN, WARM, WilD, REC1 and REC2.

7

As a result of the beneficial use impacts to the two lakes, the Regional Board listed Lake
Elsinore and Canyon Lake as water quality limited in accordance with Section 303(d) of the

Clean Water Act. Section 303(d) requires the establishment of a Total Maximum Daily Load

(TMDL) for the pollutant(s) causing the impairment. Phosphorus and nitrogen are the
nutrients causing the impairment. Section 303(d} also requires the allocation of the TMDL
among the sources of nutrient inputs. State law requires an implementation plan and

8.




















































